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Note: The following program is provisional and subject to change without notice at the discretion of the ASID 2026 Conference Organising Committee

MONDAY, 19 OCTOBER 2026

Start Finish Program

8:00 am 7:30 pm Registration
Exhibition Hall Foyer, Te Pae Christchurch

9:00 am 9:15 am Mihi Whakatau
Led by Ngāi Tahu Elders from Whitiora
Conference open
Chris Bigby AO | Australasian Society for Intellectual Disability

9:15 am 10:00 am Good communication support for adults with learning disabilities in social care settings
Professor Jill Bradshaw | University of Birmingham

10:00 am 10:30 am Tihei “Mauri” Ora
Dr Kelly Tikao | University of Otago
Mauri Tū Kaha Mananui Gray | Passionate advocate for disability rights
Ana Gray | Advocate
Kaye Gray | Advocate

10:30 am 11:00 am Morning tea and networking break
Hall 1 (Exhibition)

Session Hall 2
Session 1: UNCRPD - Policy & Governance

Chair/s: Muriel Kirby

Dobson 1&2
Session 2: Health – Systems & Gaps

Chair/s: Bronwyn Newman

Dobson 3&4
Session 3: Communication & Easy Read

Chair/s: Hilary Johnson

Sponsor

11:00 am 11:30 am 1.1 Is the UNCRPD really that important in 
Australian policy?
Brent Hayward, Monash University

2.1 Health Action Now: South Australian Health 
System gaps
Melinda Brown & Felicity Crowther, South 
Australian Council on Intellectual Disability

3.1 Beyond Survival: Communication for 
Thriving and Inclusion
Cathy Basterfield, Access Easy English

11:30 am 12:00 pm 1.2 Who's Leading It? Governance & UNCRPD in 
NDIS
Melinda Kubisa & Denice Wharldall, 
Community Living Options

2.2 Meeting physical health needs of people 
with intellectual disability detained
Martyn Matthews, MHAIDS Health New Zealand

3.2 Best Care in Health Emergencies Through 
Partnership
Katie Lyon, Scope Australia

12:00 pm 12:30 pm 1.3 Comparing regulation: Australia and 
Aotearoa New Zealand
Alan Hough, Purpose At Work 

2.3 Health inequalities for older rural people
Stuart Wark, University Of New England, 
Australia

3.3 The human factor: Artifical Intelligence in 
Easy Read translation
Kathryn Parrish & Jason Donovan, People First 
New Zealand/Ngā Tāngata Tuatahi

12:30 pm 1:30 pm Lunch and networking break
Hall 1 (Exhibition)
Jolt Performance: 'block party’
Hall 1 (Exhibition)

Session Hall 2
Session 4: UNCRPD – Rights in Practice

Chair/s: Michelle King

Dobson 1&2
Session 5: Ageing
Chair/s: Coral Farr

Dobson 3&4
Session 6: Service Quality

Chair/s: Alan Hough

Sponsor

1:30 pm 2:00 pm 4.1 How to make the UNCRPD real for people 
with Intellectual Disabilities
David Corner, IHC New Zealand

5.1 Supporting Older Adults in Group Homes
Tal Araten-Bergman, La Trobe University

6.1 Fifteen Years of Longitudinal Quality of Life 
Evidence
Linton Ashley & Natasha Williams, Golden City 
Support Services
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2:00 pm 2:30 pm 4.2 Importance of people with Intellectual 
Disabilities being on committees
David Corner, IHC New Zealand

5.2 The right to participate in research: ageing 
with Intellectual Disability
Antonella Gilardoni & Mabel Giraldo, University 
Of Bergamo

6.2 Active Support at Scale: UNCRPD promise
Samuel Murray, Life Without Barriers

2:30 pm 3:00 pm 4.3 Nothing About Us Without Us at the Board 
Table
Shane McInroe, Nicolina Newcombe, Holly 
Thompson, Patrick Doherty, David Corner & 
Gordon Boxall

5.3 Understanding Ageing & Future Aspirations: 
New Zealand to Ireland
Henrietta Trip, University Of Otago

6.3 Frontline Practice Leadership
Christine Bigby AO, La Trobe University

3:00 pm 3:30 pm Afternoon tea and networking break 
Hall 1 (Exhibition)

Session Hall 2
Session 7: UNCRPD – Education & 

Employment
Chair/s: Brent Hayward

Dobson 1&2
Session 8: Behaviour Support

Chair/s: Hemant Thakkar

Dobson 3&4
Session 9: Lived Experience, Services & Co-

Production
Chair/s: Brigit Mirfin-Veitch & Hamish Taverner

Sponsor

3:30 pm 4:00 pm 7.1 Untapped Potential: Education, Employment 
& UNCRPD
Shara Turner, IHC

8.1 Do We Agree?: Measuring Quality in Multi-
Element Behaviour Support Plans
Rebecca Beights & Nicole McKillop, The Centre 
For Positive Behaviour Support

9.1 From Participation to Practice: lived 
experience engagement
Liz Newton, Life Without Barriers

4:00 pm 4:30 pm 7.2 What Article 24 Education UNCRPD has 
done for me
Sarah Butler, Toastmasters

8.2 From Training to Transformation: Growing 
Positive Behaviour Support Across Australia 
and New Zealand
Willem De Vocht, Explore Hāpainga Ora & Mark 
DiMarco, Trellis 

9.2 People for Us peer visiting service
Mary Poor & Natasha Brown, People First New 
Zealand/Ngā Tāngata Tuatahi

4:30 pm 5:00 pm 7.3 Educational experience of ID students in 
specialist schools, NZ
Luisa Beltran-Castillon, Kōtātā Insight

8.3 Co Production in Behaviour Support
Mark Di Marco & Nick Hagiliassis, Trellis 
Australia

9.3 The power of 'we': co-creating training 
courses
Partick Doherty, Nicola McKenzie, Ben Healey, 
Philippa Henderson & Jason Donovan, Donald 
Beasley Institute

5:00 pm 5:30 pm ASID Annual General Meeting
Dobson Rooms 1&2

5:00 pm 6:00 pm Poster Presentation Showcase
Hall 1 (Exhibition)

5:30 pm 7:00 pm Networking Reception
Hall 1 (Exhibition)

TUESDAY, 20 OCTOBER 2026

Start Finish Program

8:00 am 7:30 pm Registration
Exhibition Hall Foyer, Te Pae Christchurch

8:00 am 8:40 am Poster Presentation Showcase
Hall 1 (Exhibition)

8:40 am 9:00 am Jolt Performance: ‘whakapapa’ (Māori for ‘ancestry’)
Hall 2 (Plenary)

Session Hall 2
Session 10: Health - Capacity & Consent

Chair/s: Shara Turner

Dobson 1&2
Session 11: Ageing & Diversity

Chair/s: Fran Hartnett

Dobson 3&4
Session 12: Relationships
Chair/s: Debbie Espiner

Sponsor

9:00 am 9:30 am 10.1 Assessing capacity to consent to 
healthcare
Courtney McFarlane & Megan Stewart, Centre 
for Developmental Disability Health

11.1 Delivering a Down Syndrome Brain Health 
Service
Madeleine Healy & Bridget Vincent Monash 
Health

12.1 "Professional Friends": Relationship-Based 
Support
Benjamin Garcia-Lee, Australian Catholic 
University

9:30 am 10:00 am 10.2 "I Might Ask, But She Can't Answer": limits of 
legal capacity
Michelle King, The University Of Queensland

11.2 Succession planning for when I am no 
longer alive
Hemant Thakkar, Kaikaranga

12.2 Included in principle, left out in practice: 
Accessible Pride - reimagining the rights of 
LGBTQ people with intellectual disability.
Tahnee Bainbridge & Matthew Parsons, Thorne 
Harbour Health

10:00 am 10:30 am 10.3 Shared decision making: psychotropic 
medication
Jessica La, Kings College

11.3 Free to Soar: Mana, Cultural Diversity and 
Disability
Yi Liang Small, Yi Liang Small Consultancy

12.3 Article 23 and Australia's support for right 
to parenthood
Susan Collings, Western Sydney University
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10:30 am 11:00 am Morning tea and networking break
Hall 1 (Exhibition)

Session Hall 2
Session 13: Health - Preventive & Self-

Management
Chair/s: Nic McKenzie & Hamish Tavener

Dobson 1&2
Session 14: Quality Support

Chair/s: Debbie Espiner

Dobson 3&4
Session 15: Inclusion, Autonomy & Rights

Chair/s: Henrietta Trip

Sponsor

11:00 am 11:30 am 13.1 "Proactive instead of reactive": preventive 
healthcare
Siobhan Humphreys, National Centre of 
Excellence in Intellectual Disability Health, 
University of New South Wales

14.1 Noticing the moment: the importance of 
the everyday
Alex Cotterell, Madeline Niemann & John Willis, 
Golden City Support Services

15.1 Avoiding the 'independence' trap
Amanda Brydon, Taimahi Trust

11:30 am 12:00 pm 13.2 Supported self-management of health 
and wellbeing
Robert Greer, Kris Roguski, Holly Thompson, 
Brigit Mirfin-Veitch & Julia Young, Donald 
Beasley Institute

14.2 Everyday steps to address everyday harm
Sally Robinson, Flinders University

15.2 Gaps in Evidence: co-occurring ID and 
autism
Tal Araten-Bergman, La Trobe University

12:00 pm 12:30 pm 13.3 Realising the Right to Health Through 
Health Literacy
Maryann Barrington, University of New South 
Wales

14.3 Development and testing of Observing 
Practice Quality tool
Lincoln Humphreys & Christine Bigby AO, La 
Trobe University

15.3 Education changes pre-registered nursing 
students attitudes
David Corner & Adelaide Jasonsmith, IHC New 
Zealand

12:30 pm 1:30 pm Lunch and networking break
Hall 1 (Exhibition)

Session Hall 2
Session 16: Health - Measurement & 

Outcomes
Chair/s: Prue Lennox

Dobson 1&2
Session 17: Regulation, Risk & Safeguarding

Chair/s: Alan Hough

Dobson 3&4
Session 18: Inclusion
Chair/s: Stuart Wark

Sponsor

1:30 pm 2:00 pm 16.1 Measuring What Matters: Health of the 
Nation Outcome Scales for people with 
Learning Disabilities (HoNOS-LD)
Daniel Gregg, Scope Australia

17.1 The use of seclusion with people with 
Intellectual Disabilities in New Zealand facilities
Adrian Higgins

18.1 Belonging, routine and loss: wellbeing after 
school
Stefanie Dimov, University of Melbourne

2:00 pm 2:30 pm 16.2 Making Patient Reported Outcome 
Measures (PROMs) accessible for people with 
Intellectual Disabilities
Bronwyn Newman, Australian Institute of 
Health Innovation, Macquarie University

17.2 "Whose Choice is it Anyway?" Nutrition 
education
Louise Zylan, Torrens University Australia

18.2 Safe homes: Co-designing evidence for 
inclusive support
Tess Bright & Bella White, University of 
Melbourne

2:30 pm 3:00 pm 16.3 Testing a co-created Patient Reported 
Experience Measure
Beth Catlett, Australian Institute of Health 
Innovation, Macquarie University

17.3 Sometimes I'm too safe: dignity of risk
Rhonda Faragher, Ruth Faragher, Jan Lloyd, 
Claire Mitchell & Mitchell Toohey, University of 
Queensland

18.3 Representation of People with Intellectual 
Disabilities in Preventive Health Policy        
Siobhan Humphreys, National Centre of 
Excellence in Intellectual Disability Health, 
University of New South Wales

3:00 pm 3:30 pm Afternoon tea and networking break 
Hall 1 (Exhibition)

3:30 pm 4:15 pm From darkness to light: Reflecting on, reimagining, and realising a life free of exploitation, 
violence and abuse for people with a learning disability in Aotearoa New Zealand
Brigit Mirfin-Veitch | Donald Beasley Institute & Ōtākou Whakaihu Waka/University of Otago
Paul Gibson | New Zealand's first dedicated Disability Rights Commissioner
Desrae Turvey | Ngā Tāngata Tuatahi – People First New Zealand

4:15 pm 5:00 pm Award Presentations & Conference Close
Chris Bigby AO | Australasian Society for Intellectual Disability
Waiata
Led by the choir from Hōhepa Canterbury

WEDNESDAY, 21 OCTOBER 2026
Start Finish Program

9:00 am 4:00 pm Workshop: Leading for quality and safety in supporting people with intellectual disability
Novotel Christchurch Cathedral | 52 Cathedral Square, Christchurch

This workshop explores how CEOs and senior executives of disability service providers can lead for quality and safe practice. Focusing on those 
providers with a substantial clientele of adults with intellectual disabilities, it is especially tailored to those organisations providing supported 
accommodation services.
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Presentation Legend

An account of lived experiences or projects led by people with intellectual disabilities

A report of original research or evaluations relevant to people with intellectual disabilities.

A commentary about policies, or issues or advocacy relevant to people with intellectual 
disabilities.
A reflection or account of service models relevant to people with intellectual disabilities.

POSTER PRESENTATIONS

The conference program is supplemented by a poster showcase in the exhibition area. There are two dedicated poster showcase times in the program to allow for 
attendees to meet with poster presenters to discuss their work.

1 A Good Life, Enabled.

Lisa Willey, Connect & Inspire

2 Beyond Speech: Why Sign Language Matters for People with Intellectual Disabilities

Ally Attwell, Connect & Inspire

3 Beyond Limits: A Vision for my Life

Julie Hampton & Anna Wilson, Brackenridge Services

4 Supporting people with a learning disability during pandemics and health emergencies: working together for a better future

Brigit Mirfin-Veitch, Solmaz Nazari Orakani & Julia Young, Donald Beasley Institute

5 Accessibility, Understanding, and Decision-Making: The Gap Between UNCRPD Rights and Reality for People with Intellectual Disability

Alta Sacra, IHC Group

6 Twenty Years On: The Unfinished Work of Deinstitutionalisation

Nicolina Newcombe & Alta Sacra, IHC Group

7 Exploring the Impact of stigma and discrimination on care, recovery, and rehabilitation in forensic intellectual disability services: A systematic review 
with implications for Aotearoa New Zealand

Mavis Kamota, Te Whatu Ora

8 From supported learning to greater choices: evolving service models in Aotearoa New Zealand

Chang Zhang & David Hicks, Manukau Institute of Technology (MIT) and Unitec

9 A Reflection on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its impact on Western Australians with Intellectual Disabilities who have 
reputations for behaviours of concern

Ruth Lee & Susan Peden, Opel Collective

10 Complementing, not competing: serving a new segment with AI-assisted Easy Read

Erika Butters & Vicky Butters, Volition

11 Whose data is it? Data sovereignty for people with Intellectual Disabilities

Erika Butters, Volition

12 Co‑Design in Action: How Shared Leadership is Transforming Policy, Practice and Complex/End‑of‑Life Care

Jennifer Brown, Ability Options

13 Where the Rubber Hits the Road: Reimagining Behaviour Support Implementation to Fulfil the Promise of the UN Convention

Steve Davies & Chris Wood, CWC Consulting

14 More Than Words, More Than Practice: Embedding Active Support Through Language, Leadership, and Everyday Actions

Samuel Murray, Life Without Barriers

15 What’s Next? Research About End of Life Care

Nic McKenzie, Hamish Taverner & Henrietta Trip, Te Ārai

16 Implementing Behaviour Support Plans in Everyday Practice

Tina McManus, Achieve Australia

17 Co-Creating Systems for Meaningful Co-Design and Shared Understanding in Neuro-Affirming Therapeutic Support
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Francisco de Paula, The Calmer Approach

18 Support That Fits the Person: Social Validity as a Core Outcome in Multi-Element Behaviour Support

Rebecca Beights, Nicole McKillop, Geoff Potter & Matthew Spicer, The Centre for Positive Behaviour Support

19 Participation in Governance for People with Intellectual Disabilities

Cathy Basterfield, Access Easy English

20 Applying Universal Design principles for Dignity, Autonomy, and Access

Cathy Basterfield, Access Easy English

21 Changing Practice from the Inside Out: Embedding Affirming Behaviour Support through language, supervision, conscious practice and lived 
experience

Fay Isherwood & Michelle Skelton, Explore Hāpainga Ora

22 “What Happens When I Am No Longer There?”: Future Planning for Families of People with Intellectual Disability

Helen-Megi Metsamägi, Collective

23 Testing a Co-design Approach to Rethink Shared Living for Young People with Intellectual Disability

Yohana Franklin, Life Without Barriers

24 People with intellectual disability in the workforce in Aotearoa New Zealand

Luisa Beltran-Castillon & Keith McLeod, Kōtātā Insight

25 The Hidden Frontier of Safeguarding: Intimate Support Done Right

Paul Gibson & Claire Ryan, VisAble

26 Visibility of Values: UNCRPD and People with Intellectual (Learning) and Developmental Disability

Marg Matheson, Shane McInroe & Henrietta Trip, University of Otago

27 Reasonable adjustment in practice: telehealth, primary care access, and the promise of the UNCRPD

Kellie Hammerstein, Courtney McFarlane & Megan Stewart, Centre for Developmental Disability Health

28 High expectations: Reimagining the transition from school to adulthood

Amanda Brydon, Taimahi Trust

29 Be Safe Online: Advancing Accessible Online Safety for People with Intellectual Disability

Katie Lyon, Scope (Aust.)

30 From Diagnosis to Participation: Administrative Burden, Disability Rights, and Support Pathways for Families of Children with Down Syndrome

Maree Kirk

31 Supporting parents with a cognitive impairment: Understanding the role of child developmental disabilities

Allie Pert, Deakin University

32 Beyond the label: Supporting parents with cognitive impairment and their mental health

Julie Ja, Deakin University


